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10 HOTTEST US CITIES FOR CRE INVESTMENT

These 10 Cities are Outperforming the National CRE Market

Key takeaways for investors

GDP GROWTH OF TOP 10 CITIESNATIONAL GDP GROWTH

Nashville, TN

Nashville, TNNashville, TN

Affordable with thriving 
health and tech sectors

Key statistics:
1.37%	 Population growth
0.9% 	 Job growth
3% 	 GDP growth

Salt Lake 
City, UT

Salt Lake Salt Lake 
City, UTCity, UT

Attracts tech talent 
and companies

Key statistics:
2.1%	 Job growth
6% 	 Retail rent growth
2.9%	 GDP growth

Dallas/Ft 
Worth, TX

Dallas/Ft Dallas/Ft 
Worth, TXWorth, TX

Big corporate relocations 
and logistics

Key statistics:
1.6%	 Job growth
8.8% 	 Office Cap Rate
2.8% 	 GDP growth

Atlanta, GA

Atlanta, GAAtlanta, GA

Port and last-mile 
warehouse demand

Key statistics:
+22.5%	TEU volume (YoY)
1.4% 	 Job growth
2.1% 	 GDP growth

Charlotte, NC

Charlotte, NCCharlotte, NC

Growing financial hub 
with fintech and services

Key statistics:
1.3%	 Population growth
+ 13% 	 Investment (YoY)
2.5% 	 GDP growth

Austin, TX

Austin, TXAustin, TX

AI and robotics drive 
office and lab demand

Key statistics:
+ 3.2%	YoY AI job market
$25B 	 Infrastructure investment
4.1% 	 GDP growth

Raleigh-
Durham, NC

Life sciences and 
research hub

Key statistics:
1.7 %	 Job growth
$4.4B 	 Funding
3.1 % 	 GDP growth

Miami, FL

Miami, FLMiami, FL

Strong luxury retail/
apartment demand

Key statistics:
1.37%		  Population growth 
+ 23.8%	 Multifamily stock
1.9% 		  GDP growth

Phoenix, AZ

Phoenix, AZPhoenix, AZ

Semiconductor and 
advanced manufacturing 

Key statistics:
1%	 Population growth
$97B 	 Chip investment
2.5% 	 GDP growth

Denver, CO

Denver, CODenver, CO

Renewable energy and 
sustainable development

Key statistics:
+ 5.8%	Median annual pay (YoY)
$17.2B 	Energy market
2.4% 	 GDP growth

Look for infrastructure 
investments
Markets with infrastructure investment 
are seeing accelerated growth, 
particularly in transportation, 
technology, and manufacturing sectors.

Specialized industry clusters
Markets with concentrated 
industry ecosystems show the 
strongest property price growth 
and demand for specialized 
commercial space.

Sunbelt dominance
7 of the top 10 markets are in the 
Sun Belt, driven by population 
migration, business-friendly 
policies, and lower cost of living 
compared to coastal markets.

Population Growth  
Population growth:

+0.55%

Job Creation   
Employment growth:

+0.4%

Infrastructure Investment   
Forecasted annual funding:

$545B 

Economic Growth   
Projected GDP growth:

+1.5%

Property Prices  
Y-O-Y in Q1 of 2025:

+0.6%

AMERICA’S HOTTEST CRE MARKETS 
TO WATCH AND INVEST IN

The top markets CRE investors are buying to position themselves 
for the next growth cycle.
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1.5% 2.73%

https://nchstats.com/nashville-population/
https://www.colliers.com/en/research/nashville/office-market-report-q1-2025
https://kenaninstitute.unc.edu/commentary/american-growth-project-top-performing-emas-for-2025/
https://www.standard.net/news/local/2025/may/18/utah-economy-job-creation-lead-the-nation-but-arent-safe-from-federal-policies-impact/
https://www.nar.realtor/sites/default/files/2025-04/2025-03-commercial-real-estate-market-insights-report-04-02-2025.pdf
https://www.dallasfed.org/news/releases/2025/nr250207forecast#:~:text=DALLAS%E2%80%94The%20Texas%20Employment%20Forecast,November's%20growth%20of%200.9%20percent.
https://www.mdregroup.com/dallas-fort-worth-commercial-real-estate-market-update-q2-2025-trends-investment-forecast/
https://www.colliers.com/en/research/atlanta/atlanta-industrial-market-report-2025-q1
https://www.lee-associates.com/atlanta/2025/04/15/april-2025-market-brief/
https://nchstats.com/charlotte-population/#:~:text=Methodology-,Key%20Takeaways,%25%20having%20post%2Dgraduate%20degrees.
https://charlotteregion.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/Growth-Report-Q1-2025.pdf
https://www.nucamp.co/blog/this-months-latest-tech-news-in-austin-tx--wednesday-april-30th-2025-edition
https://www.southside.com/blog/post/2025-austin-economy-report/
https://assets.cushmanwakefield.com/-/media/cw/marketbeat-pdfs/2025/q1/us-reports/office/raleigh_durham_office_marketbeat_q12025.pdf?rev=e4f2876a96be4629bb03c68b9b8cebf9
https://www.cbre.com/insights/local-response/global-life-sciences-atlas-market-profiles-raleigh-durham
https://www.cbsnews.com/miami/news/expert-its-the-highest-number-its-ever-been-as-florida-population-growth-continues/
https://www.miamirealtors.com/2025/05/02/miami-ranked-no-1-in-u-s-in-multifamily-construction/#:~:text=The%20Miami%20market%20area%20is,multifamily%20rentals%20in%20South%20Florida.
https://www.census.gov/newsroom/press-releases/2025/vintage-2024-popest.html
https://theravenscroftgroup.com/blog/phoenix-thriving-economy-move-invest-2025
https://denvergazette.com/news/business/denver-job-market-rankings/article_43c35b1e-6f01-11ef-b77a-3bad244650ea.html
https://www.metrodenver.org/blog/colorado-renewable-energy-powerhouse
https://www.worldometers.info/world-population/us-population/#:~:text=the%20United%20States%202025%20population,(and%20dependencies)%20by%20population.
https://www.bls.gov/news.release/ecopro.nr0.htm
https://infrastructurereportcard.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/Executive-Summary-2025-Natl-IRC-WEB.pdf
https://corporate.vanguard.com/content/corporatesite/us/en/corp/vemo/vemo-united-states.html
https://www.globest.com/2025/05/22/wells-fargo-finds-cre-holding-steady-in-the-first-quarter/)

